
Policy Priorities:

VISION: Our schools and communities 
have the necessary resources to provide 
all young people, regardless of income, 
where they live, or background, with the 
education they need to support a life with dignity, 
hope and meaning.

Ethnic & Social Equity in Schools - 
Develop statewide ethnic studies stan-

dards for adoption into existing curriculum 
standards for public kindergarten through 
grade 12.



Policy Priorities:

VISION: All Vermont children and youth 
are assured of having their basic needs 
met, so they grow and develop their 
full human potential in environments 
designed to help them thrive. 

Expanded Learning Opportunities 
Special Fund (ELO) Investment - 

Support the creation of the Expanded Learn-
ing Opportunities Review Committee to 
develop and oversee all aspects of the ELO 
Grant program. Provide funding to Vermont’s 
ELO Special Fund to expand access to quality 
afterschool and summer learning programs, 
particularly in underserved communities and 

for students from families with low income.

Eliminate VT’s School Property Tax on 
Homes - Institute income-based school tax-

es for town residents and eliminate all school 
property taxes on primary residences in VT to 
make the school funding system understand-
able and fair.



Reach Up Grant Increases - The program 
designed to improve the well-being of 

children by providing for their immediate 
basic needs is calculating this need based 
on figures from 2004, then reducing it by 
half. As caseloads shrink, the savings must 
be reinvested in this critical saftey net 
program.



Raise the Minimum Wage - Put the 
minimum wage on a path toward 

becoming a livable wage by enacting in-
cremental increases to $15/hr by the year 
2022.



Paid Family and Medical Leave - Create a 
statewide family and medical leave insurance 

program to allow Vermonters to maintain job 
security and income while they care for them-
selves or a family member experiencing a 
serious illness, or to welcome a new child to 
the family by birth, adoption, or foster care.



EducationEconomic Security
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Seeing the Whole Child
A vision of Vermont where every child thrives.



VISION: All children live in families 
that have the necessary support to 
provide for their needs and invest in 
their future. 

Health Family & Community

Voices for Vermont’s Children is an independent, nonprofit, policy research and advocacy organization. 
Our mission is to promote public policy that enhances the lives of children and youth in Vermont. 

Medicaid Coverage for Childbirth Doula Care 
Continuous labor support provided by doulas can 

improve outcomes for mothers and infants during 
and after birth. The use of doulas is associated with 
significant reductions in costly interventions, including 
requests for pain medication, induced labors, and 
cesarean deliveries. 



Normalcy & Youth Voice for Children in Custody
Support prudent parenting standards legisla-

tion to provide normalcy to children and youth in 
foster care, and work to increase the role of youth 
voice in policy development.



Strengthen Efforts to Prevent and Mitigate the 
Impact of Adverse Childhood/Family Experiences 

Expand access to evidence-based family supports, 
create a Coordinator of Trauma-informed Systems 
at the Agency of Human Services, and advance 
trauma-informed practices in schools. Ensure that 
prevention strategies address systemic drivers, 
especially income inequality and discrimination.



Find Voices’ testimony and supporting materials for our policy agenda here: 
http://www.voicesforvtkids.org/voices-testimony-2018/

For data about the wellbeing of Vermont’s children and youth, visit our Kids Count 
data center: http://www.voicesforvtkids.org/kids-count/
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VISION: Children, youth, parents, and care-
givers have equitable access to comprehen-
sive health care. Communities recognize the 
impact of social, environmental, and economic 

factors on health outcomes, and invest appropriately in 
removing barriers to wellbeing.

 Address Health Disparities  - Support the imple-
mentation of dental therapists in communities 

where access to dental care is limited for publically 
insured children. Continue efforts to ensure that 
EPSDT services are available to all eligible children 
and youth.

Juvenile Justice - Reduce recidivism by provid-
ing the appropriate level of interventions and 

support. Implement an assessment driven process 
where teenagers are served by juvenile courts.




